Ascidian Therapeutics Strengthens Leadership Team

Company Elevates Leadership with First Chief Scientific Officer, Plus Strategic
Appointments in People, Regulatory, and Technical Development

BOSTON, August 13, 2024 — Ascidian Therapeutics, a biotechnology company seeking to treat
human diseases by rewriting RNA, today announced significant enhancements to its leadership
team:

e Robert Bell, Ph.D., a key architect in advancing the company’s RNA exon editing
platform, has been promoted to Chief Scientific Officer (CSO).

o Melissa Green, an accomplished regulatory strategist, joined as Vice President, Head of
Regulatory and Quality.

e John Kerwin, Ph.D., an expert in viral vector manufacturing, has been appointed Vice
President, Head of Technical Development.

o Eva Zhou, a seasoned leader in talent management, has been named Chief People
Officer.

“Bob has been instrumental in guiding Ascidian’s science from bench to bedside. His
contributions have been crucial in driving our RNA exon editing technology forward,” said
Michael Ehlers, M.D., Ph.D., President and Chief Executive Officer of Ascidian Therapeutics.
“The milestones we have achieved to date are a testament to Bob’s expertise, passion, and
unwavering commitment to following the science. | am excited to see him take on additional
leadership as CSO.”

Dr. Ehlers continued, “I am thrilled to welcome Melissa, John, and Eva to Ascidian. Melissa’s
deep understanding of genetic medicine regulatory strategy and John'’s extensive technical
expertise in gene therapy development will be invaluable in maximizing the unique advantages
of our RNA exon editing platform as we advance our clinical-stage lead program and broader
pipeline. With key milestones achieved in record time, we remain committed to attracting the
very best talent and fostering our uniquely fun and energized culture. Eva’s experience and
proven track record in building and nurturing high-performing teams will be a tremendous asset
to Ascidian. | am delighted to continue building Ascidian’s top-tier leadership team.”

About Robert Bell, Ph.D.

Dr. Bell joined Ascidian as VP, Head of Research in April 2021. He leads research across
discovery, pre-clinical, and clinical-stage programs. His efforts have helped bring Ascidian’s
lead program from the lab to the clinic faster and with greater capital efficiency than any
previous gene editing platform, including the first ever RNA exon editing IND. Before joining
Ascidian, Dr. Bell spent eight years at Pfizer, where he was most recently Associate Research
Fellow in Gene Therapy within Pfizer's Rare Disease Research Unit. Throughout his career, Dr.
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Bell has contributed to five INDs. He completed his Cardiovascular Postdoctoral Research
Fellowship at the University of Rochester’'s Aab Cardiovascular Research Institute &
Department of Medicine and received his Ph.D. in Pathology from the University of Rochester
School of Medicine and Dentistry.

About Melissa Green

Melissa Green is Ascidian’s first Vice President, Head of Regulatory and Quality where she
leads regulatory strategies and compliance. For the last 5 years, she has supported products
regulated by the FDA's Office of Therapeutic Products within CBER. Most recently, Ms.

Green was Senior Vice President and Pharmacovigilance Officer at LFB (formerly
rEVO/Genzyme Transgenics), where she had accountability for Regulatory Affairs,
Pharmacovigilance, Project Management, and Medical Writing. Melissa's prior experience also
includes Vice President, Regulatory Affairs at Freeline; Regulatory Affairs Lead at Spark
Therapeutics leading ophthalmology and CNS regulatory affairs; as well as other regulatory
roles at companies such as Fibrogen, GSK and Lexicon. Throughout her career, Ms. Green has
contributed to over 20 IND acceptances, 10 BLA/NDA approvals, and numerous ex-U.S. CTAs
and marketing approvals. She holds an MBA from the Wharton School at the University of
Pennsylvania and a Master of Science in Biochemistry from the University of Rochester School
of Medicine and Dentistry.

About John Kerwin, Ph.D.

Dr. Kerwin is Ascidian’s Vice President, Head of Technical Development, leading CMC efforts
for ACDN-01 and the broader portfolio. John joined Ascidian from Resilience, a technology-
driven biomanufacturing company focused on expanding access to complex medicines, where
he served as Technical Head of the Gene Therapy Franchise. In this role, he oversaw process
and analytical development and technology for viral vectors, supporting both in vitro and in vivo
applications. Prior to his tenure at Resilience, Dr. Kerwin was Global Lead of Gene Therapy
Manufacturing Sciences at Biogen, where he led late-stage process development and validation
for AAV-based gene therapies targeting ocular and CNS conditions. Over the course of his
career, Dr. Kerwin has contributed to six INDs and two BLAs. He holds a Ph.D. in Chemical and
Biomolecular Engineering from the University of Maryland.

About Eva Zhou

Eva Zhou serves as the new Chief People Officer of Ascidian in addition to continuing in her role
as Head of Talent at Apple Tree Partners (ATP), the founder of and lead investor in Ascidian
Therapeutics. Prior to joining ATP in 2021, she spent eight years at Biogen, most recently as
head of Global Executive Search. While at Biogen, Ms. Zhou was instrumental in creating and
building its in-house executive search capability covering all VP+ roles across functions and
geographies. She also built and led the company’s leadership succession planning and
executive onboarding program. Earlier in her career, Ms. Zhou handled retained searches at
Korn Ferry and J. Robert Scott. She earned her MA in Organizational Psychology from
Columbia University.
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About Ascidian Therapeutics

Ascidian Therapeutics, an ATP company, is redefining the treatment of disease by rewriting
RNA. By editing exons at the RNA level, Ascidian therapies enable precise post-transcriptional
editing of genes, resulting in full-length, functional proteins at the right levels, in the right cells, at
the right time. With discovery, preclinical, and clinical programs in retinal, neurological,



neuromuscular, and genetically defined diseases, Ascidian’s approach has the potential to treat
patients with one dose of an RNA exon editor, opening new therapeutic possibilities for patients
and their families who are seeking breakthroughs.

Earlier this year, Ascidian announced U.S. FDA IND clearance for the first-ever RNA exon
editing candidate, ACDN-01, which targets Stargardt disease and other ABCA4 retinopathies.
Ascidian is currently executing the Phase 1/2 STELLAR clinical trial to evaluate the safety and
efficacy of ACDN-01. In June, Ascidian announced a collaboration with Roche for the discovery
and development of RNA exon editing therapeutics targeting neurological diseases. The
partnership combines Ascidian’s RNA exon editors with the next generation central nervous
system (CNS) delivery capabilities of Roche to develop novel medicines for specified
neurological targets. The per-target agreement enables Ascidian to pursue additional internal
and collaborative programs within neurology and other therapeutic areas.

For more information, visit www.ascidian.com.
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