
 

 

Fierce Biotech Names Ascidian Therapeutics a  
“Fierce 15” Biotech Company of 2024 

 
BOSTON, August 5, 2024 – Ascidian Therapeutics, a biotechnology company seeking to treat 
human diseases by rewriting RNA, today announced that Fierce Biotech has named it as one of 
2024’s “Fierce 15” biotechnology companies. The annual special report features the most 
innovative and promising biotechnology companies in the industry.  

"We're thrilled to be named among this year's Fierce 15," said Michael Ehlers, M.D., Ph.D., 
President and CEO of Ascidian Therapeutics. "What sets Ascidian apart is our exceptional 
team, their relentless focus on execution, and our game-changing RNA exon editing technology. 
This year, we've taken the first-ever RNA exon editor from lab to clinic, targeting the genetic root 
of Stargardt disease, and launched a groundbreaking neurology research collaboration with 
Roche. I'm incredibly proud of what we've achieved and excited for what's next as we continue 
to unlock the therapeutic potential of RNA exon editing for patients." 

Ascidian pioneers RNA exon editors that tackle genetic origins of disease by editing RNA at the 
kilobase scale, with no foreign enzymes or genomic risk. The company's first-of-its-kind platform 
is designed to advance the therapeutic possibilities of RNA medicine and treat diseases not 
addressed by today’s gene editing technologies. 

“For the past 22 years, we have evaluated hundreds of companies for inclusion in the 'Fierce 15' 
special report. Our selection process considers various factors, including technological 
robustness, strategic partnerships, venture support and market positioning,” said Ayla Ellison, 
Editor-in-Chief, Fierce Life Sciences and Healthcare. “This report highlights innovation and 
creativity amid intense competition.”  
 
About Fierce Biotech  
Fierce Biotech is the biotech industry’s daily monitor, providing the latest news, articles, and 
resources related to clinical trials, drug discovery, FDA approval, FDA regulation, patent news, 
pharma news, biotech company news and more. More than 300,000 top biotech professionals 
rely on Fierce Biotech for an insider briefing on the day’s top stories.  
 
About Ascidian Therapeutics  
Ascidian Therapeutics, an ATP company, is redefining the treatment of disease by rewriting 
RNA. By editing exons at the RNA level, Ascidian therapies enable precise post-transcriptional 
editing of genes, resulting in full-length, functional proteins at the right levels, in the right cells, at 
the right time. With discovery, preclinical, and clinical programs in retinal, neurological, 
neuromuscular, and genetically defined diseases, Ascidian’s approach has the potential to treat 
patients with one dose of an RNA exon editor, opening new therapeutic possibilities for patients 
and their families who are seeking breakthroughs.  
 

https://ascidian-tx.com/


Earlier this year, Ascidian announced U.S. FDA IND clearance for the first-ever RNA exon 
editing candidate, ACDN-01, which targets Stargardt disease and other ABCA4 retinopathies. 
Ascidian is currently executing the Phase 1/2 STELLAR clinical trial to evaluate the safety and 
efficacy of ACDN-01. In June, Ascidian announced a collaboration with Roche for the discovery 
and development of RNA exon editing therapeutics targeting neurological diseases. The 
partnership combines Ascidian’s RNA exon editors with the next generation central nervous 
system (CNS) delivery capabilities of Roche to develop novel medicines for specified 
neurological targets. The per-target agreement enables Ascidian to pursue additional internal 
and collaborative programs within neurology and other therapeutic areas. 
 
For more information, visit www.ascidian.com. 
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